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Happy Kindness Month! 

With Valentine’s Day falling in the month of February, this month is often thought of as “Kindness” 

month. This is an opportunity to take time and let the people we care about know how much we care: 

our families, friends, teachers, colleagues, and other people in our community. It is our hope that 

everyone will show someone else a “Random Act of Kindness” this month – for the joy we can bring to 

someone else and to ourselves.  

Kung hei fat choy! Chinese New Year is on February 5th. This year is the Year of the Pig. This 

celebration is also called the Spring Festival. This is a 15-day celebration that marks the beginning of 

spring and ends with the Lantern festival which is celebrated at night with lantern displays and children 

carrying lanterns in a parade. Chinese New Year is one of the most important Chinese holidays, and is a 

time of celebration, fireworks, gift giving, and feasting with the family! 

January has been a very busy and exciting month at Stoneybrook! Our Girls and Boys Basketball teams 

are well on their way to a very successful season. Thank you to Ms. Mote and Mrs. Willits (Girls) and 

Mrs. Brosnan and Mr. Boughner (Boys) for being such dedicated and committed coaches!   Knitting 

Club has begun again and we are excited to see all of the warm and cozy creations!  Our grade 3 

students have been learning about water safety and learning some swimming skills with our Swim to 

Survive program.  We celebrated our school spirit and student recognitions with our second Colour 

House Assembly.  Goals, both personal and academic, were shared as we embark on this new calendar 

year. As well parents tested their skills as they worked through some Primary and Junior EQAO 

questions at our EQAO Parent Information Night. Thank you to all of the parents who were in 

attendance!  

If you have not already done so, and you have a child starting school in September 2019, please 

remember to register your child for Kindergarten. You are welcome to preregister online before coming 

into the school with the proper documentation. The deadline for registration is February 8
th

 2019. 

Upcoming Events: Cake Day will take place on February 15
th

. All donations of cakes and other goodies 

are appreciated greatly. This is an event that the entire community looks forward to each year! (For more 

details, please refer to the poster page in the newsletter). On Tuesday, February 12th we will be taking 

part in “Toonie Tuesday.” Every toonie collected will go to the Thames Valley Education Foundation’s 

Caring Fund, which is an emergency fund established to support extraordinary, emergency, and personal 

or school related needs of students brought about by financial hardships.  

Wishing everyone a very heartfelt month for February! 



   

 



   
 

 

 

 

“Children should learn their number facts. 
However they would benefit from learning 
their facts by using an increasingly 
sophisticated sense of strategies rather than 
by jumping directly to memorization.”              

   (Lawson, 2016) 

Knowing your facts: Just one of the “basics” 

What do you think of when you hear, “getting back to 
the basics” in mathematics? Well, the basics can mean 
anything from counting, to computation, to problem 
solving. But basic facts refers to the set of single digit 
number facts for addition and multiplication, and their 
related subtraction and division facts. For example 7 + 8, 

15 - 7, 5 x 6, 30 ÷ 6, are all basic facts. 

One of the fundamental skills that children need to have 
in mathematics is to master their basic facts. Mastering 
math facts involves understanding and recalling math 
facts using a variety of strategies.  

How Should Children Master Math Facts? 

Most children will learn math facts gradually over a 
number of years. During this time, they should be 
encouraged  to use what they already know to help them 
solve for facts they don’t know yet. For example, to solve 
for 6 x 8, they may use the known fact 5 x 8 = 40 and add 
one more group of 8 to get 48. Over time this reasoning 
will help children master facts and eventually become 
more fluent.  

The goal is not memorization of facts, but automaticity 
which is the ability to perform operations with little or no 
effort.  

 

 

 
 
Games to Master Math Facts 
 
Games are fun to play over and over again, and therefore 
are an excellent way to provide repeated practise for 
students to learn their facts. When your child is not able 
to immediately recall a fact, encourage them to use what 
they do know to help them solve it rather than simply 
telling them the answer.   

TRY THESE GAMES: 

Salute X3 

Instructions: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a9yTr_6spIE 

 

You need: 2 players                                                              
One deck of cards (A to 10)                                            

 Player 1 puts a card a their head (without looking)                                                     
Player 2 multiplies that number by 3 and tells them the 
product.                                                                               
Player 1 figures out the card on their head. If they are 
right, they keep the card.    

This game can be played using any other 
multiplication fact. It can also be played to 
practise addition and subtraction facts.                 

Addition Challenge 

One deck of cards (A to 10) 

Players split a deck of cards and flip over the top two 
cards at the same time. They add their own cards and the 
person with the largest sum takes all the cards. Person 
with the most cards at the end of the game wins. 

This game can also be played to practice subtraction and 
multiplication. 

Here are several more dice and card games to practice 
math facts.                                                                                                                                                                                                     

https://www.granby.k12.ct.us/uploaded/faculty/wyzika/
Dice_and_Card_Games_to_Practice_Math_Facts.pdf 

Have fun playing and mastering facts with your child. 

Game on!

Home Connections in 

Mathematics  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a9yTr_6spIE
https://www.granby.k12.ct.us/uploaded/faculty/wyzika/Dice_and_Card_Games_to_Practice_Math_Facts.pdf
https://www.granby.k12.ct.us/uploaded/faculty/wyzika/Dice_and_Card_Games_to_Practice_Math_Facts.pdf


   

 

“A little coin, a lot of change!” 

 

Dear Parent(s) or Guardian(s): 

Tuesday, February 12th, 2019 is “Toonie Tuesday” across the Thames 

Valley District School Board community! 

Our school is planning to participate in a very worthwhile fundraiser to help 

students across our District who are in need. On February 12th, I invite you to 

help our school communities by giving your child a Toonie to donate. 

*New this year! Donate via school cash online by selecting ‘TVEF Fundraiser’!* 

Every Toonie collected will go to the Thames Valley Education Foundation’s 

Caring Fund, an emergency fund established to support extraordinary, 

emergency, personal or school related needs of students brought about by 

financial hardships.  

The Caring Fund has provided clothing and toiletries when a student’s 

possessions were destroyed in a house fire, purchased winter boots for children 

in an impoverished family and delivered food when cancer ravaged a local 

family’s stability and income. These are our kids and their families, and we want 

to show them that the entire TVDSB community supports them. 

I want to thank you for your past and ongoing support of school fundraisers. It is 

my hope that you and your family will help us with “Toonie Tuesday”, which has 

the potential to assist so many of our own students and TVDSB students. 

Sincerely, 

Ms. Curran 

Principal



   

 

The Intermediate Division is excited to 
announce that on February 28th and March 
1st, Stoneybrook will hold a Science Fair 
expo in the gym. The grade 7 and 8 
students have been working hard 
researching, developing experiments, and 
gathering data to answer questions related 
to everything Science! 



   

Kindergarten Registration…  

Do you have a child born in 2015?  
If so they will be eligible to attend school in 
September.  
Registration is from January 21 – February 8. 

 Please come into the school to register and bring a copy of a birth 
certificate, baptismal certificate, registration of birth, or passport to 
verify proof of age and documentation to provide proof of address.  

 New this year you can also “pre-register” online prior to bringing your 
documents into the school.  To do this Parents complete the online 
pre-registration form found on TVDSB’s website under “Parents” and 
then under “Kindergarten Program”.   
 

Upcoming Dates: 
Feb. 8 – Report Cards go home 
Feb. 12 – Toonie Tuesday  
Feb. 13 – CANCELLED School Council meeting  
Feb. 15 – Cake Day 
Feb. 18 – Family Day (no school) 
Feb. 19-27 – Growing Chefs classroom visits 
Feb. 20 – Jack Astor’s Giveback Night to support 
Grade 8 Grad 
Feb. 28 - Grade 7/8 Science Fair 
March 1 – Grade 7/8 Science Fair 
March 6 – School Council Meeting 
March 11-15 – March Break 


