Stoneybrook Public School

With April approaching, we are heading into the final stretch of the school year and as the weather
continues to improve, we have to constantly keep in mind that there are still three months of school left,
and busy months they are! Our teachers continue to provide many exciting opportunities for students to
enrich their school experience through events such as music and sporting activities, class trips and other
exciting experiences. As always, we encourage you to talk to your children about school and the things
they are learning.
March was a “mindful” month thank you to the Student Council and Spirit Squad for all of the grounding
activities they lead to ensure we were calm as we approached learning. Some of the activities that were
available to staff and students were yoga, mindful quotes and music, and class developed activities.
In March both our Boys Basketball Team and our Choir experienced high honours. The boys Basketball
Team made it to the TVDSB finals and earned a fourth place. Congratulations to this team and their
coaches! The Jr./Int. Choir participated in Kiwanis and received a Gold in their performance of “Waiting
for the Sun to Come to Town” and “Who Has Seen The Wind?” Excellent work Sharks and Mr. Mazi!
The Learning It Together (LIT) afterschool outreach program has had a very successful implementation
here at Stoneybrook as they wrapped their final session last week. Students in grades 1-3 had the
opportunity to participate. Thank you to all of the enthusiastic Western University students for all of their
hard work!
Students, parents and other members of the community had the fantastic opportunity to
attend our Grade 7/8 Stoneybrook Science Fair. For the past few months, these students
were actively engaged in scientific investigation. The questions they posed were creative
and diverse. Their discoveries ranged from the predicted to the unexpected. All of our
students represented the innovative thinking here at Stoneybrook and we are proud to
say that some of our students will be moving on to the Thames Valley Science and
Engineering Fair.
Throughout the month of March, our students continued to shine! Ms. Friday’s Grade 6 class created and
submitted a very well-crafted and thought provoking “True Colours” video which was recognized at the
“End Discrimination” ceremony held at Saunders Secondary School.
Students had the opportunity to learn some very important information about social
media and digital footprints by way of a very entertaining format. Students from K 8 attended a production performed by Big Kid Entertainment where Little Red
Riding Hood, her Grandmother, and Big Bad Wolf taught us how to use some
cyber-safe strategies.
We have many exciting events taking place this month that you can read more
about throughout the newsletter! We look forward to welcoming the April showers that bring those May
flowers!

We would like to extend an invitation for you to join us for our
first “Family Technology Night” on April 10th from 5:30 – 7:15pm.
This will be a fun filled evening where we will be showcasing all
of the technology that we have been acquiring here at school.
Thank you to our School Council for their ongoing support.
Families will have the opportunity to “free flow” through a variety
of activities with the use of technology. Forms have been sent
home; please return your form to your child’s teacher to register.

Earth Club News

We will have an Earth Assembly on Thursday, April 18 at 9:00. Parents are
welcome to join us! This week several students will be visiting Greenway
Wastewater Treatment Plant. Their purpose is to take photos and create a
video to share their knowledge with all Stoneybrook students. The Earth Club
continues to remind us about the importance of recycling and sorting our
garbage. They will organize a yard cleanup, tree planting, and composting and
planting program!
We are very excited to announce the upcoming “Music Café”
on Wednesday April 24th from 6:15 – 7:30pm. Our Café will be
featuring the delightful sounds of our Junior/Intermediate
Choir, Bands and the Guitar Club. You are invited to come
and experience some wonderful talent while enjoying some
light refreshments!

Please save the date of April 25th from 7-8:30pm for our Media
Awareness for Parents Session. The Screen Challenge and Workshop
will feature guest speaker Katie Cole from the Centre for School Mental
Health and the Fourth R. The parent workshop will emphasize online
safety, media concerns and challenges these present for our students.
Light snacks will be available. Please watch for registration information
to follow.

Home Connections in
Mathematics
April 2019: Supporting the Understanding of
Fractions at Home

Dividing the Set
This example, looks at relationship between the number of

Understanding fractions is essential for success in mathematics.
There are many ways that we can support this understanding at
home. When learning about fractions, it is helpful to focus on
benchmark fractions e.g. halves, quarters, eighths, thirds, fifths
and tenths. Consider incorporating the following activities into
your children’s learning.
What is a fraction?
A fraction simply represents a number. For example, look at the
number line below. What fractions represent the same portion
of the whole? Which fractions are closer to 0?

apples to the all of fruit. What is the fraction for oranges to all
of the fruit?

Curriculum Note
The concept of Numerator and Denominator are NOT
introduced until Grade 4. Students from FDK- Gr.3 are exposed
to Fractional WORDS, IMAGES and use MATH TOOLS to
develop meaning about fractions.
4 Ways to Support Your Child’s Understanding of Fractions
1.

2.
3.

4.

Set Model - the denominator(bottom #), represents
the the total number of parts in the whole. The
numerator (top#), is any smaller part within the
whole
Area Model - the space inside the shape is the whole.
The area is divided into parts of the whole shape.
Volume Model - a 3D container represents the whole.
The whole is divided into portions of the whole
container.
Linear model/Number Line - This model helps
students understand fractions by comparing them to
other fractions, 0 and 1.

Example: Volume model

Dividing Whole Objects into Equal parts using Money
Benchmarks of a quarter, a half, three quarters in relation to
other fraction sets; in this example a fraction set of quarters
related to dimes as tenths and shows that 5/10 is equal to 1/2.
What is the whole? How many quarters/dimes make up one
and a half, or two wholes?

Time and Fractions
When teaching your child about telling time, why not teach
them about fractions too! By separating the clock into halves
and quarters, students can see how each ¼ hr is 15 minutes of
time.

Cooking with a Common Unit - Juice Pops Recipe
Make some healthy juice pops with your child using only the
¼ or the ½ measuring cup.
Makes 8 servings
Mix 2 cups of orange juice with 2 cups of cranberry juice.
Then pour the mixture into 5 ounce wax cups, put in wooden
craft stick as it starts to freeze. Wait ½ hour. Enjoy!
Example: Area model

Scholastic Book Fair:

The fundraising efforts of this spring Book
Fair will be put toward replacing classic
books which have been lost or damaged and
purchasing Ozobots.
Wednesday, April 24: 1:00 - 7:00PM
Thursday April 25: 9:00 - 7:00PM
Monday April 29: 9:00 - 4:00PM
Tuesday April 30: 9:00 - 10:00AM Draw Winners
Once again, thank you for your continued support of our
learning at Stoneybrook!

Upcoming Dates:
April 3 & 4 – Caribou Math Contest
April 5 – PD Day
April 9 – KIWANIS Band
April 9 – Grad photos
April 10 – Tech Night 5:30-7:15 PM
April 10 – School Council 7:30 PM start
April 11 & 12 – Dental Screening
April 19-22 Easter Weekend
April 24 – Music Café 6:15-7:30 PM
April 25 – Parent Evening 7-8:30 PM “The Screen
Challenge: Youth, Social Media and Safety”
May 2 – Family Wellness Event 3:45-5:30 PM

