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A few words from the office…
It is hard to believe that this is the last month of the decade! It is amazing how fast time
flies and how important it is to savour every moment. With that in mind, we are excited
about the opportunity for you to spend some time with your children during this holiday
season.
Thank you so much for contributing to our “Fresh From the Farm” fundraiser which raises
funds for our snack program. Once again it was a success! We have also just had our
first poinsettia fundraiser that is helping to raise money for our Grade 8 Graduation.
Please pick up your flowers on Thursday. We know they will brighten many homes
during this holiday season. November was the time for parent-teacher conferences.
Thank you so much for attending. We are grateful to have such a committed community
that is so actively involved in their children’s education and for
keeping the lines of communication open with your child’s teacher.
With the wrap up of volleyball season we saw incredible skill and
sportsmanship and even an advancement to the finals.
Congratulations to the boys’ volleyball team for bringing home the
silver! Thank you once again to all of our dedicated coaches.
Jack Astor’s Night drew a wonderful crowd to support the efforts of
fundraising for our 2019-20 Grade 8 Graduation. Thank you Jack Astor’s restaurant and
to all of you that came out to savour a tasty meal.
Our amazing staff and students are working hard in planning our Holiday Concert Events
scheduled on December 17th (Primary Concert), December 18th (Junior/Intermediate
Concert), and December 19th (Kindergarten Concert). At all of these concerts we will
see the return of the Gift Card Tinsel Trees and the Silent Auction. The Book Fair will
be returning the week of Dec. 16-Dec. 20th. Although, the purchasing of books for your
child is optional they do make wonderful gifts and activities that whole families can enjoy
and share. This is a great opportunity to bring in some holiday cheer!
Please take the time to look through our Lost and Found. It is currently over-flowing with
jackets, hats, pants, and many other items. The box is located in the front foyer just
inside the main door.

In the spirit of giving this holiday season, the Spirit Squad encourages
our Sharks to “pay it forward” and participate in the “Warm and Cozy”
Campaign. Families are invited to bring in child sized hats, toques,
mittens, gloves and socks to donate to a school in the London area.
This campaign will run from December 2nd to December 16th. This is
a great opportunity to help those in need. We are so fortunate to be a
part of such a special community.
As the winter weather approaches we remind parents and students to be extremely
cautious during drop off and pick up times. If you choose to drive your child please
remember to either park on one of the neighbouring streets and walk to the school or
utilize the Kiss and Ride area. As always, students should unload from cars only from
the passenger side and then drivers should continue on. Please drive slowly through the
school zone and do not use driveways to turn around in front of the school. Thank you
for your cooperation to ensure our students arrive at school safely.
School will be closed for Winter Break starting Monday, December 23, 2019 to Friday,
January 3, 2020. School will resume on Monday, January 6, 2020.
As we work our way through December there are many celebrations that take place. No
matter how you celebrate, we wish you a very happy and safe holiday season!

Please join us at our next Stoneybrook Parent Student Council meeting on
Wednesday, December 11 from 7:00 to 8:30 pm, in the school library. All are
welcome to attend!
It is Stoneybrook Public School’s 50th anniversary in May 2020 and we are looking
for volunteers to help us plan a special celebration for our community. If you have
a great idea to recognize this milestone or if you would like to assist with planning,
please contact chair@StoneybrookPSC.ca or join us Tuesday, Dec. 3 at 6:30 pm for
a planning meeting.
As a reminder, the Parent Council HUB is open for registration for the current school
year. You will receive important school notices, announcements and updates.
The SPSC Hot Lunch Program is also open for ordering!
Please visit Stoneybrook.hotlunches.net. the access code is #1sharks.
If you have any questions, concerns, ideas or suggestions, please contact us
at info@Stoneybrookpsc.ca
For more information, please visit our website at www.stoneybrookpsc.ca

The upcoming 4 Corners event on December 5 from 6:30 - 8:30 pm at the
following locations - Montcalm Secondary School, Strathroy District
Collegiate Institute, College Avenue Secondary School and East Elgin
Secondary School. Agenda topics include - what is TVPIC; what is the
difference between school councils and Home and School Associations,
agenda topics for school council meetings, parent engagement fund
applications, and, parent involvement funds. TVPIC wants to connect with
you!

Home Connections in
Mathematics
Making Good Choices

Try This At Home

A current advertisement promoting recreational
vehicles and camping suggests that we, as parents, put
down our devices, get outside with our children and
offer them more opportunities to take risks and play.
Our children benefit from being free to explore, make
choices, and, perhaps get a little dirty!

What model or strategy would help you solve this?
●

●

●

This message aligns closely with the supportive
conditions necessary for children to learn mathematics:
opportunity, appropriate challenge and risk-taking with
a supportive adult presence.
One of the mathematical process skills that educators
and parents support children to develop is selecting
tools and computational strategies.
Our Ontario Curriculum, Mathematics (2005) states
that “students will select and use a variety of
concrete, visual, and electronic learning tools and
appropriate computational strategies to investigate
mathematical ideas and to solve problems.”

When selecting tools successful students will:
● Understand when mental arithmetic or a pencil-andpaper calculation or estimation is more appropriate than
technology.
● Use an appropriate tool when:
~ An exact answer is needed.
~ Computation involves several numbers or numbers with more
than one digit.
~ The numbers are not easily calculated mentally.
●

●

Use technology to explore, gather, display, manipulate,
and present data in a variety of ways.
Use math tools and/or technology to develop
understanding.

When selecting computational strategies, successful
students will:
● Develop and use personal benchmarks for measurement,
e.g., 1 cm is approximately the width of a baby finger.
● Select different computational strategies depending on
the numbers involved, e.g., 25 × 16, 23 × 16, 19 × 16.

●

Gr. 4: Our trip to Barrie will take about 4 hours. We have
to be there by quarter after 3. What time should we
leave? (e.g., number line, clock)
Gr. 2: 14 + 9 = ____ + 3. What’s the missing value in this
equation? (e.g., Cuisenaire rods, connecting cubes)
Gr. 7: Last week, Morgan was on the ice for 7 goals
against his team and 4 goals for his team. How could you
show whether he was ‘positive’ or ‘negative’ last week?
(e.g., blue and red counters, number line)

Gr. 3: How might you handle 53 – 47 differently than 53 –
9? (e.g., I will count up from 47 in one case and count
back 9 from 53 in the other to make the questions easier
to do)

Final Thoughts and an Online Resource:
Our children benefit from opportunities to engage in
mathematical thinking and choice-making before we
take on the thinking for them. We know that students
who choose their own math tools and representations
and choose ways of operating with numbers are higher
achievers –more numerate—in math. They become
these high achievers through experience and feedback.
To access online tools to help your children think
through, and solve, problems with understanding,
consider exploring Mathies.ca with your child.

(www.mathies.ca/learningtools.php )

Join us for a screening of “Screenagers—Growing up in the Digital Age”
Thursday, February 20
6:30-8:00 PM
Kings College Auditorium
SCREENAGERS reveals how tech time impacts kids’ development and offers solutions on how
adults can empower kids to best navigate the digital world and find balance.
https://www.screenagersmovie.com/
This event will be hosted in collaboration with Stoneybrook, Jack Chambers, Northridge
Public Schools and Safe Schools.
This evening will be hosted for parents of Grade 6-8 students. Parents will view the film on the Thursday
evening and the students in Grade 7 and 8 will view it on the Friday.

Upcoming Dates:
Dec. 2 – Warm and Cozy Campaign begins!!
Collecting hats, mitts & socks to deliver to another school community
Dec. 5 – Poinsettia Pick Up
Dec. 6 – Grade 3 Trip
Dec. 11 – School Council 7-8:30 pm
Dec. 17 – Primary Holiday Concert 6:30 pm
Dec. 18 – J/I Holiday Concert 6:30 pm
Dec. 19 – Kindergarten Holiday Concert 2:30 pm
Dec. 23-Jan. 3 – Winter Break

